
Legal Resources 
 
Legal issues and questions can be complicated.  This section is intended to guide you on the journey of 
finding competent and appropriate legal representation.  
 
Why Do You Want a Lawyer? 
 
Lawyers can assist you with: 
  •  Obtaining reasonable compensation from the person or company responsible for your 
     injury. 
  •  Determining eligibility for, securing and maintaining government benefits. 
  •  Determining eligibility for, securing and maintaining Workers’ Compensation benefits. 
  •  Securing maximum benefits from insurance policies. 
  •  Ending discrimination against a person with a brain injury. 
  •  Estate planning, including trust funds, wills, power of attorney, and legal guardianship. 
 
What if You Can’t Afford a Lawyer? 
 
In most personal injury cases, you should be able to retain competent legal assistance regardless of your 
own economic situation by using a contingent fee agreement to retain an attorney.  This means that you do 
not pay the attorney any money until the case is successfully resolved.  Once the case is resolved the 
attorney takes a certain percentage of the recovery. 
 
How Do You Pick a Good Lawyer? 
 
Step One: Identify your issues.  The first thing is to remember that lawyers, like doctors, generally 
specialize in a particular area.  For example, an attorney who is an expert in estate planning may not be 
competent to handle a personal injury case.  You should select an attorney with the skills and experience 
to meet your specific legal issues. 
 
Step Two: Interview Lawyers.  After you have identified the areas in which you need assistance, find at 
least three lawyers or law firms that you think can meet your needs.  It is your right and responsibility to 
ask potential lawyers about their background and experience.  Questions to ask may include: 
 
  1.  How many brain injury cases like mine have you handled? What were the results? 
       A good, experienced attorney should be able to tell you that she or he has  
       successfully handled several cases involving brain injury. 
 
 
 
 

Brain Injury Association of North Carolina         L-1 



  2.  What training have you received to handle brain injury cases? Training can come 
       through professional seminars, such as conferences sponsored by the Brain Injury 
       Association. 
 
  3.  What kind of experience do you have selecting, retaining, and working with  expert 
       witnesses? How would you use expert witnesses in my case? Attorneys can use 
       doctors, economists, life care planners, physical, speech, occupational, and  
       vocational therapists, psychiatrists, psychologists, neurosurgeons, case managers and 
       other professionals as experts to strengthen your case. Experts should be utilized to 
       prove the future costs of rehabilitative care, loss of earnings and other economic 
       losses for which you may be compensated. 
 
  4.  What knowledge do you have of government benefits for persons with brain injury?  
       Can you structure the settlement so that I will not lose eligibility for government 
       benefits? Attorneys should know and be able to explain to you how to keep eligibility 
       for Medicaid, Social Security and other government benefits. 
 
  5.  Can you provide the names and telephone numbers of three individuals as references 
       who had situations similar to mine?  Attorneys should be able to provide references 
       that will vouch for their abilities. 
 
Step Three:  Call references. You should contact the references that the lawyer gives you and ask them if 
they were satisfied with the lawyer’s performance.  Was she or he prompt?  Helpful?  Understanding?  
Successful? 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) guarantees that individuals with disabilities receive equal 
opportunities in employment, public accommodations, transportation, state and local government services, 
and telecommunications.  For more information about the ADA see Section A. 
 
 
 
To find a comprehensive list of Trial Lawyers in your area, visit the NC Advocates for Justice on 
their website at www.ncatl.org.  
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Legal Services 
 
 

Provides assistance to those who may need legal representation, helps secure maximum benefits from 
insurance policies, determine eligibility for, securing and maintaining government benefits, obtain a 
settlement from the person or company responsible for the injury, end discrimination against a person 
with a brain injury, estate planning, including trust funds, wills, power of attorney, and legal guardianship, 
and workers compensation.   

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 





Robert L. Armstrong, Esq.                                                                                                   (910) 256-1233 
1904 Eastwood Rd., Suite 306            Fax: (910) 256-1195 
Wilmington, NC, 28403           www.rlaattorney.com  
 
Practices in the area of personal injury and wrongful death. Our firm assists people dealing with the after 
effects of a traumatic brain injury (TBI) like a diffuse axonal injury. To learn what type of compensation 
you may be entitled to receive, contact us for a free initial consultation (www.rlaattorney.com). 
 
 
Stacey Bawtinhimer                                                                                                            (252) 349-3273 
P.O Box 09 
235 Third Street 
Ayden, NC 28513-0009 
 
Stacey Bawtinhimer is an attorney whose principal area of practice focuses on the rights of children with 
disabilities in the educational setting.  She is a former Chair of the Juvenile Justice and Children Rights 
Section of the NC Bar Association and has represented numerous children in special education matters 
throughout North Carolina, and has lectured to both school and parent organizations regarding special 
education law. 
 
 
Crumley Roberts                                                                                                                  (800)-288-1529 
2400 Freeman Mill Rd            www.CrumleyRoberts.com    
Greensboro, NC 27406 
  
Offices located Greensboro, Burlington, Asheboro, High Point, Winston-Salem, Hickory, Charlotte, 
Concord, Gastonia and Asheville 
 
 
Michael A. DeMayo                                                                                                               (877) 333-1000 
Law Offices of Michael A. DeMayo                                                                        www.DeMayoLaw.com  
Charlotte:            (704) 333-1000 
741 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100                                                                                   fax((704) 333-6677 
Charlotte, NC 28234 

 
Hickory:            (828) 345-1111 
1090 Lenoir-Rhyne Blvd. SE 
Hickory, NC 28602 
Monroe:            (704) 291-9200 
406 S. Sutherland Ave. 
Monroe, NC 28112 
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The Law Offices of Michael A. DeMayo, L.L.P. practices in the areas of automobile accidents, wrongful 
death, workers' compensation, medical malpractice, nursing home negligence, personal injury, mass torts 
and social security disability. Our attorneys have 94 years of combined legal experience and we have fully 
staffed offices in Charlotte, Hickory and Monroe. Call the firm that has represented more than 30,000 
injured North and South Carolina residents since 1992. 
 
 
Disability Rights North Carolina                                                                                         (877) 235-4210 
2626 Glenwood Avenue, Ste. 550                                                                                           (919) 856-2195 
Raleigh, NC 27608              Fax: (919) 856-2244 

www.disabilityrightsnc.org  
 
The council is authorized by law to investigate complaints and pursue remedies on behalf of disabled 
citizens or parents of children with special needs, who feel they have been discriminated against in areas 
such as treatment, transportation, education, and employment.  Represents people with a disability based 
on DRNC’s case selection criteria; educates people about their legal and civil rights; investigates 
complaints about abuse, neglect and related deaths in institutions; provides advice, training, and support 
for self-advocacy; reaches out to underserved ethical and disability communities; and brings impact 
litigation to help groups of people with disabilities (www.disabilityrightsnc.org).  
 
 
W. Perry Fisher           (828) 505-4300 
North Pack Square, Suite 402             Fax: (828) 505-4302 
Asheville, NC 28801                            V: (828) 505-4300 

perry@perryfisherlaw.com  
 
David Frankstone                                                                                                                  (919) 968-4717  
Estate Attorney.  Serves Durham, Chapel Hill and Raleigh. 

 
 

Ted Greve                                                                                                                               (704) 332-2323 
1201 N. Tryon St.              Fax: (704) 376-9198 
Charlotte, NC 28206                www.mydrted.com  
 
Ted A. Greve & Associates, P.A. understands the unique problems of a head injury victim. Dr. Ted Greve 
is a licensed chiropractic physician who has treated thousands of injury cases and brings a unique 
understanding to his representation of you and your claims. In addition to experienced trial lawyers, our 
staff includes licensed insurance adjusters and other paralegals (www.mydrted.com ). 
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Hardee and Hardee                                                                                                       (888) 757-1998   
202 E. Arlington Blvd., Suite W       www.bjrhhlawyers.com  
Greenville, NC 27835 
 
Have offices located in Goldsboro, Greenville, Jacksonville, Kinston and Raleigh. Brantley, Jenkins, 
Riddle, Hardee and Hardee give an in kind donation of office space to the Brain Injury Association of NC,  
Family and Community Support Center in Greenville, NC. 
 
Henson Fuerst          (800) 452-9633 
2501 Blue Ridge Rd.               www.LawMed.com 
Suite 390  
Raleigh, NC 27607 
 
Brian Howell                                                                                                                          (919) 856-1605 
Howell Law Firm, PA               www.howelllaw.net  
1101-A Haynes Street, Suite 213 
P.O. Box 2210 
Raleigh, NC 27602 
 
 
T. Cooper Howell                                                                                                                   (919) 856-1605 
Howell Law Firm, PA               www.howelllaw.net  
1101-A Haynes Street, Suite 213 
P.O. Box 2210 
Raleigh, NC 27602 
 
 
Leonard T. Jernigan, Jr.           (919) 833-1283 
The Jernigan Law Firm                Fax: 919-833-1059 
P.O.Box 847 
Raleigh, N.C. 27602 
 
Bd. Certified Specialist - Workers' Compensation Law.  Author - N.C. Workers' Compensation: Law and 
Practice 
 
 

Kirk, Kirk, Howell, Cutler, & Thomas                                                                                (919) 365-6000 
200 North Pine Street                                                                www.kirkkirklaw.com  
Wendell, NC 27591 
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The partners of Kirk, Kirk, Howell, Cutler & Thomas are recognized for their statewide courtroom 
experience and success in both State and Federal Court in a wide range of practice areas including 
criminal law, civil litigation, land condemnation, medical negligence, worker’s compensation, personal 
injury, family law, estate law and business law (www.kirkkirklaw.com). 
 
 
Sema E. Lederman                                                                                                                (888) 529-3678 
PO Box 16189                                                                                                                         (919) 968-6402 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516                                                                                     www.SocialSecurity-NC.com  

 
lederman@socialsecurity-nc.com    

 
 

Legal Aid of NC                                                                                                                     (919) 856-2564 
224 S Dawson St.                  (866) 219-5262 
Raleigh, NC 27601               http://www.legalaidnc.org/  
 
Legal Aid of North Carolina (LANC) is a statewide, nonprofit, 501(c)3 law firm that provides free legal 
services in civil matters to low-income people in order to ensure equal access to justice and to remove 
legal barriers to economic opportunity.  They have 24 offices across that state.  For information on the 
office near you, call or visit their website (www.legalaidnc.org). 
 
 
Legal Services of Southern Piedmont                                                                                  (800) 438-1254 
1431 Elizabeth Ave                                                                                                                 (704) 376-1600 
Charlotte, NC 28204                                                                                                        Fax: (704) 376-8627 

www.lssp.org  
 
Legal Services of Southern Piedmont (LSSP) provides legal assistance in civil matters to low-income 
persons in the Charlotte area and in west-central North Carolina. 
 
 
Marcari, Russotto, Spencer & Balaban, PC  
501 Baylor Court, Suite 200                                                                                                (757) 963-2800                 
Fax: (757) 963-0750                                                                                                     www.donmarcari.com  
Chesapeake, VA 23320 
 
1-800-442-5715 (Serving NC with offices in Raleigh, Jacksonville, Fayetteville, Charlotte, Asheville, 
Greensboro, Winston-Salem, Wilmington and Elizabeth City)  
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Martin & Jones, PLLC         (919) 821-0005 
410 Glenwood Avenue              www.MartinandJones.com 
Suite 200 
Raleigh, NC 27603 

 
Martin & Jones, PLLC is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubble, and our attorneys continue to be recognized as 
among the Best Lawyers in America, North Carolina Super Lawyers, and North Carolina Legal Elite. 
Since 1982, our firm has been helping victims of personal injury and families devastated by wrongful 
death. We understand how important it is for victims to receive compensation for negligently-caused 
traumatic brain injuries. Compensation ensures that you are in the best position to treat your brain injury 
and obtain the best recovery possible. 
 
 
C. Douglas Maynard, Jr.                                                                                                       (336) 777-1411 
Maynard & Harris Attorneys at Law, PLLC                                                                   Fax: (336) 777-8882 
514 S. Stratford Road, Suite 321                                                                            www.MaynardHarris.com  
Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
 
 
Charles G. Monnett III & Associates                                                                                   (704) 376-1911 
200 Queens Road, Suite 300                                                                                                    (800) 977-3077 
Post Office Box 37206                                                                                                    Fax: (704) 376-1921 
Charlotte, NC  28237                                                                                           cmonnett@carolinalaw.com  

www.carolinalaw.com  
 
Charles Monnett serves on the North Carolina Traumatic Brain injury Council and the Board of Directors 
of the Brain Injury Association of North Carolina.  He is the former Chair of the Traumatic Brain Injury 
Litigation Group of the American Association for Justice and is a frequent lecturer at legal seminars on 
the subject of representing individuals with traumatic brain injuries.  He represents individuals with brain 
injuries throughout the state of North Carolina. 
 
 
North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers                                                                        (800) 688-1413 
1312 Annapolis Drive                                                                                                               www.ncatl.org  
Raleigh, NC 27605                                                                                                        webmaster@ncatl.org  
 
The North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association dedicated to 
protecting people's rights through professional and community legal education, championing individual 
rights, and protecting the safety of North Carolina's families -- in the workplace, in the home, and in the 
environment (www.ncatl.org). 
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Pulley, Watson, King & Lischer, P.A.                                                                                 (800) 844-4529 
905 West Main Street, Suite 21F                                                                                             (919) 682-9691 
Brightleaf Square                                                                                                             Fax: (919) 688-9107 
Durham, NC 27701                                                                                                                 www.pwkl.com  
www.pulleywatson.com 
 
 
Pulley Watson believes that everyone who has a worthwhile case deserves to be heard. And even more 
importantly, deserves innovative, effective representation from the very beginning of the process all the 
way through to the end (www.pwkl.com).  
 
 

Mark Sumwalt                                                                                                                       (704) 377-3770 
The Sumwalt Law Firm         www.sumwaltlaw.com  
1114 East Blvd 
Charlotte, NC  28203 
 
Mark and Vernon Sumwalt of Sumwalt Law Firm specialize in workers compensation. 
 

 
 

Nancy White                                                                                                                           (919) 844-0400 
White & Stradley 
3105 Charles B. Root Wynd 
Raleigh, NC 27612 
 
Only serves people with brain injuries if it was caused by medical malpractice.  
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