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BIANCôs Presidentôs Report 

 

People with brain injuries have found a new advocate for improved 

treatment and services. Congresswomen Gabrielle Giffords is already 

advocating for better care for others as she progresses with her own 

recovery from the brain injury that she received from a shooting last 

January. Representative Giffordsô staff sent a letter to the Secretary of 

the US Department of Health and Human Services, urging her to make 

high quality care for people who suffer brain injuries a priority as the 

Department defines the essential benefits of healthcare reform for im-

plementation in 2014. 
 

The letter discussed the inequalities in the intensity, sophistication, and 

duration of rehabilitative care that insurance plans provide for the 

roughly 1.7 million Americans who annually suffer such injuries; in-

cluding the tens of thousands of service members who have been 

wounded in recent years, compared to the excellent care that Repre-

sentative Giffords has received. The increased costs of providing inten-

sive rehabilitation for a newly injured person would easily be justified 

by reducing long term care costs through improved outcomes. 
 

Congresswoman Giffordsô office also worked with Representative 

Todd Russell Platts, co-chair of the Congressional Brain Injury Task 

Force, Task Force members, and the Brain Injury Association of Amer-

ica, to introduce an amendment to the National Defense Authorization 

Act (NDAA) that authorizes $1 million for the development of treat-

ment guidelines for post-acute rehabilitation of traumatic brain injury.  

The amendment was adopted by the House Armed Services Commit-

tee, and hopefully will provide support for improved care for everyone 

who receives a brain injury. 
 

We appreciate the work that Congresswoman Giffords and her staff are 

doing to help people with brain injuries, and we are optimistic that im-

proved care at the acute and post-acute rehabilitation level will allow 

people to have fewer long term disabilities and lead more productive 

lives. It is important that our other elected officials understand the need 

for improved treatment for people with brain injuries, and the Brain 

Injury Association will continue our goal of providing that information. 

 

Thank you for your help and support. 

Brain Injury Association 

of North Carolina 

Family Helpline  

1-800-377-1464 
 

www.bianc.net 
 

 

Brain Injury Resource 

Centers 

 

Asheville 

CarePartners 

68 Sweeten Creek Road 

Asheville, NC  28803 

828-277-4868   

1-866-890-7801 

 

Charlotte  

Carolinas Rehabilitation 

1100 Blythe Boulevard 

Charlotte, NC  28203 

704-960-0561 

Fax: 704-355-0589 

 

Greenville 

P.O. Box 30496 

Greenville, NC  27833 

252-561-6886 

1-800-697-3115 

 

Raleigh 

P.O. Box 10912 

Raleigh, NC   27605 

919-833-9634   

Fax: 919-833-5415 

1-800-377-1464  
 

Triad 

Wake Forest Baptist Health 

Sticht Center-3rd Floor 

Medical Center Drive 

Winston Salem, NC  27517 

336-713-8582  

336-882-1911 
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Ashe/Watauga Counties High Country  
Wylene Taylor taylorw@newriver.org 
Debbie Absher 336-246-4542 
 

Asheville WNC BI Support Network  
Karen Keating 828-277-4868  
Karen.Keating@bianc.net 
 

Carteret County BI Support Group 
Debbie Jones 252-725-1430 ccbisg@gmail.com 
 

Cary BI Support Group 
Amanda Benson 919-469-9880 
 

Chapel Hill UNC Rehabilitation BI Support Group 
Karla Thompson 919-966-8813 
Karla_Thompson@med.unc.du 
 

Charlotte Charlotte Area BI Association 
Sally Rickard 704-355-1502 
Sally.rickard@carolinashealthcare.org 
Family Education/Couples Night Out /Spouse Support  
Peggy Philbrick 704-355-1502 
Peggy.philbrick@carolinashealthcare.org 
 

Cleveland County Cleveland County  
Carolyn Costner 704-434-5624  
scostner3@carolina.rr.com 
 

Concord Concord Area BI/Spinal Cord Injury  
Gayle Pittman 704-888-4110 
 

Durham BI Support Group 
Shani Cohen 919-419-9955x19  
scohen@learningservices.com 
 

Fayetteville Fayetteville BI Support Group 
Dr. Margaret Ackley 910-615-6032   
mackley@capefear.com 
 

Fort Bragg Wounded Warrior & Family Support  
Group (for military only) 
Becky Bliss 910-644-498 Becky.bliss@us.army.mil 
 

Gaston County TBI-To Be Included 
Patricia (Pat) Haithcox 704-865-8819 
pathaithcox@comserve.org 
Charlotte Johnson 704-914-5494  
chardin@footprintscarolina.com 
 

Fractured Friends  
Elisha Giesey 704-692-1623 
fracturedfriends@gmail.com 
 

Caromont Stroke and Brain Injury Support Group 
Kristen Alford 704-671-5730 
alfordk@gmh.org 
 
Goldsboro The Overcomers 
Pier Tarrant 919-394-1091 
piertarrant@renulife.org 
 

 

Greensboro  BI Support Group 
Lucy Hoyle 336-832-7450 
Lucy.hoyle@mosescone.com 
 

Greenville BI Support Group 
Mark White 252-737-2076 
Pediatric Brain Injury Support Group 
Montigne Hassett 252-847-6971 
Montigne.Hassett@uhseast.com 
 

Henderson Kerr Lake BI Support Group 
Nina Kalleh 252-432-7159 
ninataylorkalleh@gmail.com 
 

Hickory Catawba Valley BI Association 
Catawba Valley BIA Business Meeting & Social  
Crystal Podger cpodger@braininjuryspecialists.com 
Lisa Ramirez 828-304-9096 
 

High Point BI Alliance of High Point 
Kitty Barringer 336-885-7627 
John Peeler 336-887-0745 
 

Lake Norman BI Support Network 
Sylvia Whitmire 704-224-6069 
Sylvia@brainrehabspecialist.com 
 

Lenoir/Caldwell County Foothills Area  
Pam Gilbert 828-758-0463 
 

New Bern Coastal BI Support Group 
Amy Davis 252-514-2970  252-670-6625 
 

Raleigh Triangle BI Support Group 
Monica McGrath 919-833-9634 
 

Rocky Mount Over the Bridge BI & Stroke  
Tabitha Jackson 252-962-3711 tnjackson@nhcs.org 
 

Rowan County/Salisbury Rowan County  
Nadine Cherry 980-622-7732 ncherry@ctc.net 
 

Stanly County BITS of Stanly County 
Margaret Owen 704-485-2483 
 

Statesville Surviving Angels 
Kim Wolf 704-528-0399 kimboom@ctc.net 
 

Union County Union County Area  
Peggy Philbrick 704-355-4354 
waxhawphilbrick@carolina.rr.com 
 

Whiteville Columbus County  
Carla Brown 910-642-1717 
 

Wilmington Brain Injury Support Group 
Morgan Lankford 910-343-7062 
juxon.lankford@nhrmc.org 
 

Winston-Salem Back on Track 
*In transition: Please contact Triad BIANC office at 
336-713-8582 

Local Chapters and Support Groups 
Visit one of the brain injury support groups across the state or call BIANC at 1-800-377-1464 if you would like 

information on getting a group started in your area. Additional information on support group meeting places 

and times are available at www.bianc.net.  
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Are you a member of BIANC? 

 

Membership in our association is a tangible way to demonstrate your care and support of brain injury. 

You help to make a difference in the lives of the men, women, and children who have been affected by 

this trauma. For more information and a membership form go to www.bianc.net. 

All BIANC memberships include discounted registration for state events and a subscription to the 

BIANC quarterly newsletter, as well as The Brain Injury Association of Americaôs newsletter. 
 

Basic Membership: $38 per year - Includes all benefits listed above 

Executive Membership: $100 per year - Includes all basic benefits. Additional benefits include: 

Recognition in BIANCôs publications 

Platinum Membership: $250 per year - Includes benefits of Basic and Executive levels. Additional 

benefits include: Certificate suitable for framing and recognition on our website 

*Membership will not be denied to survivors and family members with limited resources. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

BIANCôs Annual Symposium  

October 27 - 28, 2011 

111 Place, Cary, North Carolina 27513 

The Keynote Speaker on Oct. 27 will be Dr. Kevin 

Guskiewicz, recipient of a John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation Geniuses Award for 2011. Dr. 

Guskiewicz received the award for his outstanding work 

on diagnosing and treating sports related concussions.  

 

Charlotte Area Holiday Party 

December 3, 2011 

11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Everyone is welcome. Contact Peggy Philbrick at  

waxhawphilbrick@carolina.rr.com or go to the events 

tab at www.bianc.net for more details. 

A special thanks to our Platinum and Executive Members 

Platinum: Denise Boggs, Mike Dyson, Ricky Gibson, Rita Gillis, Ted Greve, Allison Lippard Morris, 

Carol & Robert Ornitz, Vickie Pennington  

Executive Members: Michael C. Bee, Cindy Boyd, Debbie Leonhardt, Jim Lippard, Karen McCul-

loch, Michael Massey, Jim & Diane Westbrook, David Wiercisiewski, Sandie Worthington, Marie 

Lang 


