
 

STARTINGSTARTING POINTPOINT 
Offering help, hope, and a voice for people with brain injury 

 

The Brain Injury Association of North Carolina         Winter 2010/2011



 

 PAGE 2 

 
 

Charles G. Monnett, III and Associates-Diamond 
www. Carolinalaw.com 

200 Queens Road, Suite 300, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204  
Tel: 800-977-3077 

 
HensonFuerst, PA. -Gold-www.lawmed.com 

2501 Blue Ridge Road, Suite 390, Raleigh, North Carolina 27607   
Tel: 888-419-9955 

 
BDS Copiers-Silver 

811 Halifax Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27604, Brian DeMott  
Tel: 919-831-8811 

 
Care Partners-Silver-www.carepartners.org 

68 Sweeten Creek Road, Asheville, North Carolina 28803   
Tel: 828-274-6195 

 
Law Offices of Michael A. DeMayo-Silver-www.DeMayoLaw.com 
741 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100, Charlotte, North Carolina 28234   

Tel: 877-333-1000 
 

University Health Systems: Pitt County Memorial Hospital-Silver 
2100 Stantonsburg Road, Greenville, North Carolina 27835   

Tel: 252-847-4100 
 

Kanuga Conferences, Inc.-Bronze-www.kanuga.org 
PO Box 250, Hendersonville, North Carolina 28793   

Tel: 828-692-9136 
 

Lash and Associates Publishing/Training-Bronze 
www.lapublishing.com 

708 Young Forest Drive, Wake Forest, North Carolina 27857 
Tel: 919-562-0015 

 
Martin & Jones, PLLC-Bronzeï www.martinandjones.com 
410 Glenwood Ave Suite 200, Raleigh, North Carolina 27603   

Tel: 800-662-1234 
 

Moses Cone Health Systems Rehabilitation Center-Bronze 
http://www.mosescone.com/ 

1200 N. Elm Street, Greensboro, North Carolina 27401 
Tel: 336-832-7545 

 
Pulley Watson: Attorneys at Law-Bronzeï www. PulleyWatson.com 
PO Drawer 3600, Durham, North Carolina 27702 Tel: 919-682-9691 

 
Raleigh Neurology Associates, PA-Bronze 

www.raleighneurology.com 
1540 Sunday Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina 27607 Tel: 919-782-3456 

 
Seven Lakes Eye Care-Bronze-drbarryod@earthlink.net 

1110 Seven Lakes Drive, PO Box 839, West End, North Carolina 
 27367  Tel: 910-673-3973 

 
WakeMed Rehab-Bronze-www.wakemed.org 

3000 New Bern Avenue, Raleigh, North Carolina 27610   
Tel: 919-350-5824 

 

Corporate Sponsors North Carolina 
  

 

 

 

Board Of Directors 
 

Brad Battle 

Mocksville, NC   

 

Cindy Boyd   

Cary, NC  

 

Rita J. Gillis, Ph.D.,CCC-SLP  

Greenville, NC 

 

Tami Guerrier, LRT/CTRS, CBIST 

Charlotte, NC 

 

Marian Hartman  

Cary, NC 

 

Linda Herbert 

Columbus, NC 

 

Billy Irwin, Ph.D, CCC/SLP 

Boone, NC 

 

Anne (Ana) King  

New Hill, NC 

 

Debbie Leonhardt  

Hiddenite, NC 

 

Stephanie McAdams, MA-

CCC\SLP  

Chapel Hill, NC 

 

Karen L. McCulloch, PT, PhD, 

NCS  

Durham, NC 

 

Grey Powell 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Katherine H. Taber, PhD, FANPA 

Salisbury, NC 

  

Chad Tucker 

King, NC  
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BIANCôs Presidentôs Report 
 As we begin a new year, I would like to thank all the people who have 

helped the Brain Injury Association of North Carolina achieve our 

goals of providing hope, help and a voice for people with brain inju-

ries and their families. The list is too long to name everyone, but we 

owe special thanks to our corporate sponsors, including Charles G. 

Monnett III & Associates, Thomas Henson and many more; our om-

budsmen volunteers, camp volunteers, support groups leaders and vol-

unteers, friends and families across the state. 

Last year was a good year for BIANC.  We had a wonderful time at 

camp, our conference was well attended and provided excellent infor-

mation, our family training with Al Condeluci in February was a great 

success, and each region held a one day wellness retreat that provided 

fun and healthy activities for all.  We initiated a brain injury ombuds-

man program with 14 volunteers, who are available to help people 

with brain injuries and their families navigate the service and support 

system in NC. We provided technical assistance to help open two new 

clubhouse day programs in the state, and we opened a volunteer re-

source center in Winston Salem. We also completed our regular out-

reach and support services to people seeking brain injury resources, 

answering hundreds of inquiry calls and emails; helped coordinate 

over 40 support groups across the state, and provided dozens of in-

service training about brain injury. 

There is still much work to be done.  The Governorôs Advisory Coun-

cil worked with the Division of MH/DD/SAS and the Division of 

Medical Assistance to write a proposal to develop a TBI Medicaid 

Waiver for NC, and we still hope to establish a special trust fund to 

help support brain injury services in NC.  Unfortunately, funding for 

both of these projects will likely be delayed until our state economic 

outlook is better. 

I would like to encourage each of you to contact your elected officials, 

especially if they are new to their position, and tell them about the 

needs of people with brain injuries in their home communities. You 

can find contact information for your state representative and senator 

at www.ncleg.gov. You should let them know that when the General 

Assembly convenes in January, we understand that they will be faced 

with many difficult decisions because of the current economy, but ask 

them to please remember that the number of people with brain injuries 

is growing at an alarming rate. Without community service and sup-

port, these people are a great risk for costly and inappropriate institu-

tional placement. 

Thank you for your continued support!  

Sandra Farmer 

 

Brain Injury Association 

of North Carolina 

Family Helpline  

1-800-377-1464 

Website www.bianc.net 

 

Family & Community 

Support offices 

 

Asheville 

68 Sweeten Creek Road 

Asheville, NC  28803 

828-277-4868   

1-866-890-7801 

 

Charlotte  

1100 Blythe Boulevard 

Charlotte, NC  28203 

704-355-1502   

Fax: 704-355-9480 

 

Greenville 

P.O. Box 30496 

Greenville, NC  27833 

252-561-6886 

1-800-697-3115 

 

Raleigh 

P.O. Box 10912 

Raleigh, NC   27605 

919-833-9634   

Fax: 919-833-5415 

1-800-377-1464  
 

Triad 

Sticht Center-3rd Floor 

1 Medical Center Drive 

Winston Salem, NC  27517 

336-713-8582  

336-882-1991 
 

An affiliate of the Brain  

Injury Association of  

America 
 
 



 

PAGE 4 

Ashe/Watauga Counties High Country  
Wylene Taylor taylorw@newriver.org 
Debbie Absher 336-246-4542 
 

Asheville Smoky Mountain BI Support Group 
Teen & Families with TBI 
Karen Harrington 828-277-4868  
Karen.harrington@bianc.net 
 

Carteret County BI Support Group 
Debbie Jones 252-725-1430 ccbisg@gmail.com 
 

Cary BI Support Group 
Amanda Benson 919-469-9880 
Adrian Bridges abridges5@nc.rr.com 
 

Chapel Hill UNC Rehabilitation BI Support Group 
Karla Thompson 919-966-8813 
Karla_Thompson@med.unc.du 
 

Charlotte Charlotte Area BI Association 
Sally Rickard 704-355-1502 
Sally.rickard@carolinashealthcare.org 
Family Education/Couples Night Out /Spouse Support  
Peggy Philbrick 704-355-1502 
Peggy.philbrick@carolinashealthcare.org 
 

Cleveland County Cleveland County  
Carolyn Costner 704-434-5624  
scostner3@carolina.rr.com 
 

Concord Concord Area BI/Spinal Cord Injury  
Margaret Love 704-784-2503 LUV3@ctc.net 
Gayle Pittman 704-888-4110 
 

Durham BI Support Group 
Shani Cohen 919-419-9955x19  
scohen@learningservices.com 
 

Fayetteville Fayetteville BI Support Group 
Dr. Margaret Ackley 910-615-6032   
mackley@capefear.com 
 

Fort Bragg Wounded Warrior & Family Support 
Group (for military only) 
Becky Bliss 910-644-498 Becky.bliss@us.army.mil 
 

Gaston County TBI-To Be Included 
Patricia (Pat) Haithcox 704-865-8819 
pathaithcox@comserve.org 
Charlotte Hardin 704-914-5494  
chardin@footprintscarolina.com 
 

Fractured Friends  
Elisha Giesey 704-692-1623 
fracturedfriends@gmail.com 
 

Caromont Stroke and Brain Injury Support Group 
Kristen Alford 704-671-5730 
alfordk@gmh.org 
 
Goldsboro The Overcomers 
Pier Tarrant 919-394-1091 

piertarrant@renulife.org 
 

Greensboro  BI Support Group 
Lucy Hoyle 336-832-7450 
Lucy.hoyle@mosescone.come 
 

Greenville BI Support Group 
Mark White 252-737-2076 
Pediatric Brain Injury Support Group 
Montigne Hassess 252-847-6971 
Montage.hasset@uhseast.com 
 

Henderson Kerr Lake BI Support Group 
Lynne Denis 919-693-7623 
businesscents@nc.rr.com 
 

Hickory Catawba Valley BI Association 
Catawba Valley BIA Business Meeting & Social  
Crystal Podger cpodger@braininjuryspecialists.com 
Lisa Ramirez 828-304-9096 
 

High Point BI Alliance of High Point 
Kitty Barringer 336-885-7627 
John Peeler 336-887-0745 
 

Lake Norman BI Support Network 
Sylvia Whitmire 704-224-6069 
Sylvia@brainrehabspecialist.com 
 

Lenoir/Caldwell County Foothills Area  
Pam Gilbert 828-758-0463 
 

New Bern Coastal BI Support Group 
Amy Davis 252-514-2970  252-670-6625 
 

Raleigh Triangle BI Support Group 
Monica McGrath 919-833-9634 
 

Rocky Mount Over the Bridge BI & Stroke  
Tabitha Jackson 252-962-3711 tnjackson@nhcs.org 
 

Rowan County/Salisbury Rowan County  
Nadine Cherry 980-622-7732 ncherry@ctc.net 
 

Stanly County BITS of Stanly County 
Margaret Owen 704-485-2483 
 

Statesville Surviving Angles 
Kim Wolf 704-528-0399 kimboom@ctc.net 
 

Union County Union County Area  
Peggy Philbrick 704-355-4354 
Peggy.philbrick@carolinashealthcare.org 
 

Whiteville Columbus County  
Carla Brown 910-642-1717 
 

Wilmington Brain Injury Support Group 
Morgan Lankford 910-343-7062 
juxon.lankford@nhrmc.org 
 

Winston-Salem Back on Track 
336-713-8582 
 

Local Chapters and Support Groups 
Visit one of the brain injury support groups across the state or call BIANC at 1-800-377-1464 if you would like 

information on getting a group started in your area. Additional information on support group meeting places 

and times are available at www.bianc.net.  
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To Register for these events or for more information, call 800-377-1464 or visit www.bianc.net 

 

Are you a member of BIANC? 
 

Membership in our association is a tangible way to demonstrate your care and support of brain in-

jury. You become part of a state and national organization working to make a difference in the 

lives of the men, women, and children who have been affected by this trauma. For more infor-

mation go to www.ncbraininjury.net. 

All BIANC memberships include: discounted registration for state events and a subscription to the 

BIANC quarterly newsletter. 

 

Basic Membership: $38 per year 

Includes all benefits listed above 

 

Executive Membership: $100 per year 

Includes all basic benefits. Additional benefits include: Recognition in BIANCôs publications 

 

Platinum Membership: $250 per year 

Includes benefits of Basic and Executive levels. Additional benefits include: Certificate suitable for 

framing and recognition on our website 

 

*Membership will not be denied to survivors and family members with limited resources. 

 

CBIS Training 
Want to become a Certified Brain Injury Special-

ist? Take our class that will include two days of 

teaching, plus review and the certification exam. 

Please call BIANC for more information at 919-

833-9634 and ask for Susan Fewell or Shawn 

Chase. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

February 18: 2nd Annual Family Conference, 

High Point NC 
 

March 5: Ride for the Rock, Cary NC 
 

March 19: Walk & Roll-athon, Concord NC 
 

March 26: Walk & Roll-athon, Greenville NC 
 

April 2: Walk & Roll-athon/Jogginô4 Your 

Nogginô, Raleigh NC 
 

April 9: Walk & Roll-athon, Asheville NC 
 

April 16: Walk & Roll-athon, Greensboro NC 
 

BIANC Updates, News and Upcoming Events  

Support Group Grants 

With a portion of the proceeds from the Walk & 

Roll-athon, BIANC is giving five $200 grants each 

quarter to local support groups to apply for reim-

bursement for activities to raise awareness or en-

courage wellness, exercise, good nutrition and self 

care for survivors and caregivers.  

To apply for a grant, contact BIANC for more infor-

mation. 
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