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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

2015

I am honored to once again share with you the efforts and achievements
that the Brain Injury Association of North Carolina has accomplished over
the past year. 2015 featured several important events, including the passage
of the Traumatic Brain Injury Medicaid Waiver Bill. This legislative
decision will provide six million dollars in new funding to support brain
injury services in North Carolina. The new waiver is still in the
development stage, but it is expected to take effect within the next year.
BIANC is incredibly grateful to the many supporters and advocates who
have worked tirelessly for over 20 years to accomplish this goal. We would
like to especially thank the members of the Health and Human Services
Legislative Oversight Committee, as well as the members of the North
Carolina General Assembly.
BIANC also worked with members of the Governor’s Brain Injury Advisory
Council and staff from the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to write a
comprehensive “Return to Class” protocol for students of all ages who have
received any type of brain injury. DPI will require all public schools to
identify students with brain injuries and provide them with the appropriate
academic accommodations.
As you will see in this annual report, BIANC has fulfilled our ongoing brain
injury support responsibilities by responding to thousands of inquiries for
information and resources, providing hundreds of training and educational
programs, and hosting our annual Family and Professional Conferences. In
addition, we also facilitated a Brain Injury Awareness Day at the North
Carolina General Assembly, coordinated with hundreds of volunteers to host
our annual Camp Carefree retreat, and participated in awareness and
outreach activities across the state.
2015 was also a year of transitions for many established members of the
brain injury community. Jan White left the NC Division of Mental Health/
Developmental Disabilities/Substance Abuse after many years of serving as
the TBI program manager, while Carol Ornitz stepped down as the Chair of
the Governor’s Brain Injury Advisory Council.

Sandra Farmer
Executive Director
BIANC

Thomas Henson
Chair
BIANC Board of Directors

Although I am retiring from the position of Executive Director, I am pleased
to say that BIANC will remain in good hands with many dedicated staff
members who will continue the good work that we have accomplished over
the past twelve years. The new executive director, Ken Jones, will bring a
fresh focus and new energy to BIANC to help grow the organization and
expand our outreach for people with brain injuries in North Carolina.
I want to say a big thank you to all of you who have helped make BIANC a
successful organization, and I wish the best to everyone in the future.

Pier Protz
Co-Chair
BIANC Board of Directors

Sandra Farmer
Executive Director
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Major Funders

Corporate Sponsors
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Event Sponsors

Donors
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52

100

95

Attendees at the “Into the
Future” Family Conference
in High Point, NC

Attendees at the Annual
TBI Professional
Conference in Charlotte, NC

Training sessions provided
for professional agencies
across North Carolina

6250

3

47

Training session
attendees, including
survivors and caregivers

“Certified Brain Injury
Specialist” classes offered for
professional designation

Professionals completed a
“Certified Brain Injury
Specialist” class

13

353

10

Crisis Intervention
Training sessions for NC
law enforcement teams

Police officers and law
enforcement professionals
completed a CIT session

“Brain Injury 101” training
sessions offered as an
introduction to brain injury

362

31

782

Attendees completed a
“Brain Injury 101” session
as offered by BIANC

Specialized trainings for
professional organizations
to meet specific needs

Professionals attended a
specialized training
provided by BIANC staff

Like most people who are on this journey, my
introduction to brain injury began when
someone I love very much was impacted by brain
trauma. Now that I am farther along on this road, I feel
grateful that I can give back and help those who are at
the beginning of their own brain injury journey ... With
the continued help from the dedicated and
compassionate staff at BIANC, my overall goal is to
strengthen the Council’s presence in North Carolina
and advance its mission to be a voice for those
whose lives have been impacted by brain injury.

Holly Shepard, LCSW, Chair
NC Brain Injury Advisory Council
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219

500

Support groups received
grants from BIANC for
various community events

Brain injury survivors and
family members referred
to local support groups

Attendees at local brain
injury support group
recreation/social events

265

1092

3953

Brain injury survivors
received assistance,
information, and referrals

Resource calls received
and responded to by
BIANC staff members

Resource emails received
and responded to by
BIANC staff members

Our family is so grateful for all that
BIANC has done to help us during
this past year, as our son is recovering
from an Anoxic Brain Injury. We were
blessed to be a part of Camp Carefree,
where the brain injury survivors can be
themselves and meet others dealing with
the same issues and families can support
each other. We also attended a BIANC
sponsored conference, which was very
informative and helpful in planning for
the future.
The BIANC staff and
volunteers are amazing, very supportive,
and compassionate! Being involved in a
Brain Injury Support group has also been
very helpful during this recovery
process. Thanks BIANC for all you do!

Angie, Tom, and Matt

BIANC continues to partner with the
Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center
at Fort Bragg while also maintaining
coordination with Camp Lejeune in an effort
to better serve the veterans and active duty
service members living with a brain injury

6

10

1427

1700

2500

Conference
exhibits

Conference
attendees

Monthly “e-Blast”
email recipients

Starting Point
recipients

10

1846

17

1310

Fundraising
events

Fundraising
event attendees

Brain safety
clinics conducted

Safety clinic
attendees

When you get down to it, I believe that
the greatest attribute, and the least
emphasized, is your positive attitude. Many
people who have gone through what I have
gone through are negative or bitter, but I
look at every day as a new day with
challenges to face with a positive attitude. A
smile requires much less energy than a
frown. So look up and let the world see
that you are a miracle still unfolding.

Larry Potts
Brain Injury Survivor

BIANC and the Triad Resource Center are
now in the third year of partnership with the
Wake Forest Baptist Health Center, courtesy
of a community grant provided by the
Winston-Salem Foundation.
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3876

2460

17,176

93,006

Facebook
followers

Twitter
followers

New visitors to
the BIANC
website

Total page views
for the BIANC
website

6

16

232

110

Connections formed
with North Carolina
media outlets

Residential/Rehab
providers at annual
resource meeting

Attendees at the
annual retreat at
Camp Carefree

Attendees at the
North Carolina
Legislature Day

BIANC staff attended the annual Brain
Injury Awareness “Day on the Hill” in
Washington, DC in March of 2015.
This event included a brain injury
awareness fair with over 50 exhibitors and
a Congressional briefing on TBI.

Technological Updates
In 2015, a team of BIANC staff contracted with a web development team to make
significant updates to the website. The new site serves as an informative source of
brain injury materials and a platform for BIANC to promote upcoming events.
BIANC also implemented a new, internal database to track all resource calls, emails,
and training events. This information can be used to evaluate the inquiries we receive
from brain injury survivors, families, and professionals. In turn, this will allow us to
identify the most common needs and questions and tailor our efforts to those services.
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01

Support community activities, residential and day programs, recreational/wellness programs,
and services that will enhance access to appropriate, timely, and affordable treatment while
improving systems of care and quality of life

02

Increase access to care for survivors by strengthening partnerships with the Brain Injury
Advisory Council, LME/MCO organizations, Federally Qualified Health Centers, and regional
rehabilitation hospitals

03

Join the “NCServes” military networks and continue to provide support for military service
members and their families in Jacksonville, Fayetteville, and other communities across North
Carolina

04

Expand legislative initiatives related to the new TBI Medicaid Waiver and partner with more
community and local support groups to educate elected officials on the need for additional
resources and services

05

Promote prevention of brain injury with educational programs emphasizing concussion
awareness and sports safety for school-aged children, motor vehicle and cycling safety, and
falls prevention

06

Facilitate an increased number of statewide, specialized trainings focusing on the Value of
BIANC, Brain Injury Basics and Behavior, Co-Occurring Conditions, Return-to-Learn for
students who have sustained a brain injury, and the Certified Brain Injury Specialist course

07

Target specific groups for training, such as Crisis Intervention Teams, Regional Advisory
Committees, Consumer Family Advisory Committees, LME/MCO offices, and the LME/MCO
provider networks

08

Maintain and continually update the BIANC website, Resource Book, BIANC publications,
and Resource Library materials

09

Continue to track and document resource calls, emails, and training sessions in the Salesforce
database for regional and statewide information related to brain injury

10

Complete quarterly reports on brain injury incidence, treatment , and outcomes to improve
awareness and provide statistical results to demonstrate the need for additional brain injury
resources

Grant & Contract
Income

TOTAL REVENUE

Donations
Conferences
& Trainings
Membership &
Corporate Sponsors
Special Events
Dividends &
Interest Not Shown

TOTAL EXPENSES
Outreach &
Family Support
Education

Public Awareness
& Prevention
Advocacy

Administrative
& Fundraising
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The Brain Injury Association of North Carolina
P.O. Box 97984
Raleigh, NC 27624

NEW FOR 2016!

Brain injury is the last thing on your mind ...
Until it’s the only thing on your mind

April 23

Register Online

Questions?

Pre-Registration
Deadline!

http://tinyurl.com/zeltqhg

919.833.9634
bianc@bianc.net

